April 20, 2026

The Honorable Tom Cole

U.S. House of Representatives

Chair

House Committee on Appropriations
2207 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Ken Calvert

U.S. House of Representatives

Chair, Defense Subcommittee

House Committee on Appropriations
2205 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Rosa Delauro

U.S. House of Representatives
Ranking Member

House Committee on Appropriations
2413 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Betty McCollum

U.S. House of Representatives

Ranking Member, Defense Subcommittee
House Committee on Appropriations
2426 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Cole, Ranking Member Delauro, Defense Subcommittee Chair Calvert, and Defense

Subcommittee Ranking Member McCollum:

On behalf of orthopaedic surgeons and trainees represented by the undersigned organizations, we
respectfully urge the Committee to uphold its commitment to our nation’s servicemembers by reinstating the
$30 million appropriation within the DoD Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs (CDMRP) for
the Peer Reviewed Orthopaedic Research Program (PRORP) within conference negotiations for Fiscal Year (FY)

2027.

Congress established PRORP in FY 2009 with a clear mission: to fund “orthopedic and other trauma research,
treatment and rehabilitation including regenerative medicine,” with the goal of ensuring that America’s

warfighters who sustain orthopedic injuries have every opportunity for recovery and restoration of function.
This investment directly supports military readiness, force strength, and our nation’s ability to project power

across the globe.

Orthopaedic injuries are among the most significant threats to combat effectiveness and long-term readiness.
Nearly 78 percent of male and 85 percent of female Army personnel who separate from active service due to
disability do so because of musculoskeletal injuries or conditions. These injuries not only reduce combat
power and unit cohesion but also create long-term challenges for veterans and their families. In the civilian
sector, musculoskeletal injuries account for 70 percent of lost workdays and $176.1 billion in annual treatment
costs—highlighting the scale of the problem and the need for solutions that keep Americans mission-ready

both in and out of uniform.

PRORP is uniquely focused on advancing research that benefits the warfighter. The program funds high-risk,
high-reward projects, translational studies that rapidly move solutions from the lab to the battlefield, and
clinical trials that test promising interventions for real-world application. Today, PRORP supports research
across the continuum of care—from acute battlefield injury management to reconstructive surgery,



rehabilitation, and the development of next-generation orthotic and prosthetic technologies that restore
independence and operational capability.

Simply put, PRORP invests in the readiness and resilience of America’s fighting force. It ensures that those who
bear the greatest burden in defense of this nation receive the best possible chance at recovery and return to
duty.

We appreciate your leadership and steadfast commitment to strengthening our military and protecting those
who serve. We look forward to working with you to ensure this vital program is restored to its original funding
level for FY 2027.

Sincerely,

American Association for Hand Surgery (AAHS)
American Association of Hip and Knee Surgeons (AAHKS)
American Association of Orthopaedic Surgeons (AAOS)
American Orthopaedic Foot & Ankle Society (AOFAS)
American Orthopaedic Society for Sports Medicine (AOSSM)
American Shoulder and Elbow Surgeons (ASES)
American Society for Surgery of the Hand (ASSH)
Arthroscopy Association of North America (AANA)
Cervical Spine Research Society (CSRS)

J. Robert Gladden Orthopaedic Society (JRGOS)

Limb Lengthening and Reconstruction Society (LLRS)
Musculoskeletal Infection Society (MSIS)
Musculoskeletal Tumor Society (MSTS)

North American Spine Society (NASS)

Orthopaedic Research Society (ORS)

Orthopaedic Trauma Association (OTA)

Pediatric Orthopaedic Society of North America (POSNA)
Ruth Jackson Orthopaedic Society (RJOS)

Society of Military Orthopaedic Surgeons (SOMOS)

The Hip Society

The Knee Society



